Biological therapy for the inner ear.
Biological therapy for the inner ear has the potential to revolutionise the treatment of sensorineural hearing loss, the most common form of deafness. Progress in the molecular understanding of hearing and hearing loss, combined with advances in the fields of both gene and cellular therapy for the inner ear, is providing a robust foundation from which clinical translation is plausible. Potential areas of interest in gene therapy and its preclinical application to deafness are reviewed, and experimental progress that has occurred in cellular therapy for the inner ear is examined.